Dear Kahlotus Families,
I know many of you have questions regarding the school’s construction project.  Communicating this information is like threading a needle.  You can try to just push the thread through the eye and hope you succeed, or you can very carefully and slowly try to push the thread through to make sure you get it on the first try.   Both ways have their pros and cons.
Communicating too soon can lead to a great deal of confusion where you end up saying one thing only having to change it later.  Waiting too long can create a lot of uncertainty and anxiety.  Both can then create frustration and emotion.
So, I’m trying to thread the needle here.  I want to tell you what’s happening as soon as I can, but I want to make sure what I tell you is accurate so we can all know what to expect and plan for it.
Here is what I know right now.  
· School will begin on Monday, August 31, 2026, but we will not be in the building as it will not be ready for us to occupy.  
· The two big problems we face are no power to the school and a fire monitoring system that will not function properly and meet code.  
· Currently, the schedule shows the following being ready for occupancy:
· Gymnasium			September 11
· High School			September 18
· Elementary			September 21
· Shop				October 12
· Multi-Purpose/Cafeteria	October 13
· Everything is to be completed by October 16.
In the meantime, we are moving in several portable buildings to house our students.  The temporary campus will be set up on the softball field.  Each teacher and their class will have their own classroom.  Restrooms will be trailers, not porta-potties.
The question that needs to be answered in the coming days is, when do we want to move back into the school?  Do we move in when each part of the building is ready or do we wait until everything is done, and everyone move in at the same time?
I understand that there are different ways in which we can solve the issues that we experience during construction.  Money and time are the two biggest drivers, but for me, creating the safest, most conducive learning environment for our students is what matters most.
This is what I know today.  If anything changes, I will let you know as soon as possible.
If you have any concerns or questions, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me.  My email is kshea@kahlotussd.org.  You can also call or text me at 509-828-7525.
Continue to enjoy summer!  I look forward to meeting everyone in the next couple weeks.


  


 
